
Garden City sued over poles at
the Merillon Avenue station.

Business groups:
End dispute over
LIRR Third Track
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Long Island business leaders
are urging Gov. Kathy Hochul
and other top state elected offi-
cials to help break the impasse
between the Long Island Rail
Road and the Village of Garden
City over the Third Track
project that could cause the $2.6
billion effort to be late and over
budget.

In a letter sent Monday, the
business leaders asked
Democrats Hochul, Senate Ma-
jority Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins and Assembly Speaker
Carl Heastie to “step in and im-
plore” the village to issue the nec-
essary permits for the railroad to
move ahead with a bridge re-

placement project that is critical
to the Third Track’s progress.

The authors also encouraged
the politicians to “examine leg-
islative avenues to move this
project forward.” That could in-
clude changing state law so
that the LIRR would not need
the village permits to move
ahead with the bridge work.

“We find it obstructionist
that the Village of Garden City
is impeding the ability of the
State of New York and its
agency, the MTA, to fulfill their
responsibilities under state law
to construct a project or any
other project which has been
approved by the State,” said the
letter, authored by the heads of
the Long Island Association,
the Long Island Builders Insti-
tute, the Association for a Bet-
ter Long Island, and the Long Is-
land Contractors’ Association.

The groups, which collec-
tively represent thousands of
Long Island businesses, have
said the project would boost
the economies of Nassau and
Suffolk by creating jobs and im-
proving connectivity onto, off
and within the Island.

Hochul spokesperson Hazel
Crampton-Hays called the
project “critical” and said the
governor “will ensure local
leaders and stakeholders con-
tinue to be engaged throughout

the process.”
Mike Murphy, a spokesperson

for Stewart-Cousins, said her of-
fice would review the letter. “We
understand the importance of im-
proved infrastructure and its re-
lationship to economic develop-
ment and helping all of Long Is-
land,” Murphy said.

Heastie’s office did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

Village officials have not re-
sponded to repeated requests
for comment about the issue.

Formally known as the LIRR
Expansion, the project seeks to
construct a 10-mile third track be-
tween Floral Park and Hicksville
— all on LIRR property. Earlier
this year, the village unsuccess-
fully sued the LIRR over the loca-
tion of several utility poles near
the Merillon Avenue station.

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority — the
LIRR’s parent organization —
has said the village, as retalia-
tion for losing the suit, has with-
held permits needed for the re-

placement of the Denton Av-
enue rail bridge.

In a letter sent to the court in
August, an MTA attorney said
that if the permits were not is-
sued by the end of that month,
the project “will not be able to
meet its contractually man-
dated completion date of De-
cember 2022.”

A delay of the project could
impact other major LIRR infra-
structure efforts, officials have
said. Nevertheless, MTA acting
chairman and Chief Executive
Officer Janno Lieber, as re-
cently as Wednesday, said the
Third Track project remained
on time and on budget, and sug-
gested the transit agency, too,
was looking for a way to move
ahead without the permits.

“We are going to work our
tails off to make sure that, no mat-
ter what, we figure out a new
way, if necessary, to circumvent
the dramas that have been cre-
ated by this small claque of folks
in Garden City,” Lieber said.

Gov help sought for project
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A 55+ LUXURY
RENTAL COMMUNITY

SUTTON LANDING AT MOUNT SINAI

WELCOME HOME TO
YOUR STYLE OF LIVING
Sutton Landing is Long Island’s growing group of luxury
rental properties for those 55 and over. Rich in amenities with
gorgeous common spaces, Sutton Landing is the perfect
choice for rightsizing your life. From open concept floor plans
to in-unit washers and dryers – every detail has been thought of,
so you don’t have to. Discover today why life at Sutton Landing
is all about what you choose to make it.

Equal Housing Opportunity

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!
Visit suttonlanding.com or give us a call for more information!

MOUNT SINAI
631.546.0789

DEER PARK
631.214.2170

UNIONDALE
516.871 .4720
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