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State Sen. Todd Kaminsky has
filed a bill that orders the state to
study the health effects of
1,4-dioxane in drinking water
and set a regulation to limit expo-
sure to the man-made chemical.

The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency does not regu-
late 1,4-dioxane, although the
agency considers it a possible
carcinogen.

Newsday and News 12 Long Is-
land reported lastweek that 71 per-
cent of Long Island water suppli-
ers detected levels of 1,4-dioxane
that pose a 1-in-1-million chance of
getting cancer after prolonged ex-
posure. Nationally, 7 percent of
water suppliers detected levels
that pose the same cancer risk.

“It’s obviously raised cause for
concern, and I think we should be
proactive here,” said Kaminsky, of
Long Beach, a Democrat who re-
cently was named ranking mem-
ber of the Senate Environmental
ConservationCommittee.

The bill would require the state
health commissioner to undertake
a health review and set a maxi-
mum concentration level allowed
by law that public water suppliers
would have to follow. The bill,
filed last week, has been assigned
to theHealth Committee.

In a statement yesterday, the
state Department of Health said
it would review the legislation
and work with stakeholders.

“New York State remains com-
mitted to addressing unregulated
contaminants in drinking water
such as 1,4-dioxane in absence of
federal action,” the statement said.

Every five years, the EPA re-
quires all large water districts and
a sampling of small systems to test
for up to 30 chemicals that are not
regulated but could pose health
risks. The intent is to gauge the
prevalence of the contaminants
and whether a regulation would
significantly protect public health.

EPA public affairs officials yes-
terday would not say whether
the agency has taken any action
or plans to take action regarding
1,4-dioxane.

Kaminsky said, “If we wait for

the EPA, it’s a real mistake. I think
New York should join other states
that have dioxane rules.”

A handful of states have regula-
tions, limits or advisory levels for
1,4-dioxane. Massachusetts has a
guideline of 0.3 parts per billion,
and California advises that wells
should be removed from service
at 35 parts per billion.

EPA survey results released in
August showed that Long Island
water suppliers exceeded the na-
tional average for tracesof 1,4-diox-
ane,with theHicksvilleWaterDis-
trict detecting the highest concen-
tration in the nation at 33 parts per
billion. That Hicksville well is
only used for emergencies.

While the cancer risk is consid-
ered low, water suppliers are con-
cerned because there is no ap-
proved method in New York to
remove the chemical.

Dennis Kelleher, spokesman for
the Long Island Water Confer-
ence, a coalition of more than 50
water suppliers and industry rep-
resentatives, said water suppliers
would be amenable to the setting
of a regulation, but “we need time
to react and make sure we have
the proper treatment in place.”

Kelleher, president of the engi-
neering and consulting firm H2M
Water in Melville, added that the
state alreadyhas authority to regu-
late water beyond federal stan-
dards. “Wequestionwhywe really
need a bill to get the Health De-
partment to do its job,” he said.

The state recently approved a
Suffolk County Water Authority
pilot program to test a new tech-
nology to remove 1,4-dioxane. The
pilot should be running in April,
but it will take about a year before
the water authority can go back to
the Health Department for final
approval for its use.

“I think we need to be having a
conversation about setting a
limit while we are working on
treatment plans,” Kaminsky said.
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The Long Island Rail
Road’s proposal to build a
third track on its Main Line
through Nassau County re-
ceived overwhelming sup-
port during the first day of
public hearings this week on
the $2 billion project.

The series of hearings,
which kicked off yesterday in
Westbury, represents among
the last opportunities for the
public to formally weigh in
on the LIRR’s plan to con-
struct a 9.8-mile third track
within the LIRR’s existing
property between Floral Park
and Hicksville. The hearings
continue todayatHofstraUni-
versity and tomorrow inNew
Hyde Park. Comments can
also be submitted through
Feb. 15.

The majority of the public
speakers during two separate
hearings at the Yes We Can
Community Center in West-
bury represented businesses,
unions, and other institutions
pushing the project’s promise
to transform Long Island by
providingmore reliable LIRR
service, creating jobs, grow-
ing the economy and keeping
young people in Nassau and
Suffolk.

Kevin Law, president of the
Long Island Association,
calledit“themost important in-

frastructure project to happen
onLong Island indecades.”

“This is a project that
should have happened
decades ago,” said Law, who
also co-chairs the Right
Track for Long Island Coali-
tion, a consortium of project
supporters.

Kyle Strober, executive di-
rector of the Association for a
Better Long Island, a business
group, said that by improving
service reliability, investing in
improvements to communi-
ties along the railroad’s right
ofway, andhelpingbringwork-
ers to jobs on Long Island,
“the third track has the means
to exponentially increase the
power of mass transit to bene-
fit all of Long Island.”

“We have an aging railroad
system that was once con-
structed when Long Island’s
chief export was oysters,”
said Strober, who acknowl-
edged that the project’s con-
struction could cause some
pain inneighboring communi-
ties. “But how can we make
anything better without im-
provements that require
some sort of construction?”

Ann and William Corbett,
members of Citizens Against
Rail Expansion, said they
feared the third track project
would be a pretext to increas-
ing freight rail on the LIRR’s
Main Line, unearth contami-
nated soil during construc-

tion, and last much longer
and cost far more than the
current estimates of three to
four years and $2 billion.

“That’s going to cost the
taxpayers. That’s going to
cost the commuters,” said
William Corbett of Floral
Park.

The crowd yesterday was
farmore receptive to the third
track than those at May pub-
lic hearings on the project at
the same site. In a statement,
MTAchairmanThomasPren-
dergast said project officials
heard the public’s concerns at
the previous hearings and ad-
dressed them in a recently re-
leased environmental review
of the project.

“Governor Cuomo
promised a completely new
project where we listen to
people’s concerns and ad-
dress them, and that’s exactly
what’s happening,” Prender-
gast said. “Weencourage peo-
ple to continue to comment
to help us make this the best
project it can be.”

The outreach efforts won
over Westbury Mayor Peter
Cavallaro, who previously
raised strong concerns about
theproject’s impact onhis vil-
lage. At last night’s hearing,
Cavallaro commended
project officials’ “good faith
job” in addressing his village’s
concerns, and said Westbury
is “supportive” of the project.

Bill would regulate 1,4-dioxane in water

LIRR 3rd-track project
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