
MARK HARRINGTONBY
mark.harrington@newsday.com

As LIPA prepares a road map
to transition to all-green en-
ergy by 2040, ratepayers have
been left with only a scattering
of clues about how the state-
mandated renewable revolu-
tion will affect their wallets.

LIPA, PSEG and outside ex-
perts are embarking on a year-
long study of energy resources
to determine how best to transi-
tion to a mostly green energy
grid by 2030 — just over nine
years away. As LIPA chief Tom
Falcone recently noted, many of
the green-energy sources are ei-
ther already awarded or soon
will be.

New York State, on LIPA’s be-
half, has awarded two offshore
wind farm contracts for 2,140
megawatts of power to supply
the bulk of the power to Long
Island over the next decade.
LIPA has its own separate
agreement for 130 megawatts
for the South Fork by 2023.

LIPA is also in the midst of re-
questing bids for 175 megawatts
of new battery storage power
— more than 15 times the bat-
tery power that’s currently in-
stalled. And LIPA has issued
dozens of contracts for large
commercial solar arrays to in-
crease the roughly 700
megawatts of solar that are al-
ready installed or soon will be
on Long Island.

One megawatt of offshore
wind power can provide enough
energy for around 320 homes,
while a megawatt of solar energy
can power 125 homes.

Yet when asked this month to
detail its expectations for how
the influx of new sources would
impact customer bills in the com-
ing decade, LIPA balked.

LIPA focus: Next 5 to 7 years
“We are solving for the deci-

sions in the next five to seven
years that will be the most cost-
effective, not trying to make
long-term technological projec-

tions (which thus impacts cost),”
the utility said in a statement.
“One could solve for the cost
using today’s technologies and
costs, but that would tremen-
dously overestimate the cost.”

Asked to clarify, LIPA said its
plan will “consist of actions to
take under a range of potential
scenarios that may develop, not
a forecast,” and that “competi-
tive procurements among devel-
opers will determine any partic-
ular projects and technologies
that are built.” LIPA said it has
“and always will disclose costs
to customers” of those procure-
ments. Rate impacts generally
are provided just prior to board
of trustee votes on projects.

LIPA said the dollar impact
on customer bills was “some-
thing we’ll examine” in the
study, but that doesn’t mean
customers will be told the re-
sults. And if history is a guide,
don’t bank on it.

In 2017, the last time it re-
leased an integrated resource
plan conducted by PSEG, LIPA
declined to report or even dis-
cuss how the onslaught of renew-
ables would impact customer
bills, even though it cited spe-
cific cost factors for deciding
against upgrading old fossil-fuel
plants or building new ones.

In a 2017 story about the re-
lease of that Integrated Re-
source Plan, Newsday reported,
“Neither the LIPA summary of
the full (and unreleased) PSEG
study nor LIPA officials who
briefed Newsday … gave any in-
dication of the ratepayer cost of
those new green-energy power

sources. A senior LIPA official
said any such calculation ‘be-
comes too speculative’ given de-
clining turbine costs and the
state’s plan to procure renew-
ables for utilities.”

Market watchers say this
time around it’s crucial for
LIPA to fully air the costs to
customers to get buy-in from
rate-weary Long Islanders.

“You can rack up all the im-
pacts whether technical or envi-
ronmental, but you cannot avoid
disclosing economic impacts, it’s
impossible,” said William Miller,
an energy consultant at
ClearView Group, who has been
involved in the Long Island en-
ergy sector for decade. “If you
want customers to line up and
support these programs, you darn
well better disclose [those eco-
nomic impacts] to customers.”

More green-energy plans
In presentations to its trustees

in recent months, LIPA has de-
tailed both its plans for addi-
tional green-energy projects and
its prospects to retire older fos-
sil-fuel plants that could free up
hundreds of millions of dollars.
In all, LIPA has committed or
soon will to around 3,420
megawatts of new green energy
by 2030. Two of the largest
power projects slated for Long Is-
land are Sunrise Wind off Massa-
chusetts at 880 megawatts and
Empire Wind 2 off Jones Beach
at 1,260 megawatts.

Asked Thursday how much
Sunrise Wind would increase
customer bills, Meagan Wims,
a spokeswoman for developers

FULL RATE IMPACT
As LIPA plans
shift, customers
have few clues as
to effect on bills
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Power payments
LIPA’s costs for power production in 2020
Covanta Hempstead waste to energy plant $9.8 million
Bethpage peak power gas plant $18 million
Caithness Yaphank modern gas plant $100 million
East Hampton Energy Storage battery $2.2 million
Execlon nuclear power $33 million
National Grid Glenwood Landing small gas plants $9.9 million
Long Island Solar Farm, Brookhaven Lab $14.8 million
Montauk Energy Storage battery $2.4 million
National Grid gas plants $458.5 million
Pinelawn peak-power plant/gas $21.2 million
Riverhead Solar array $5.6 million
Shoreham Solar array $8.5 million

Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-Ill.)
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WASHINGTON — House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi on Sun-
day named a second Republi-
can critic of Donald Trump,
Rep. Adam Kinzinger, to a spe-
cial committee investigating
the Capitol riot and pledged
that the Democratic-majority
panel will “get to the truth.”
Kinzinger said he “humbly ac-
cepted” the appointment even
as his party’s leadership is boy-
cotting the inquiry.

With the committee set to
hold its first meeting, hearing
from police officers who bat-
tled the rioters, Pelosi said it
was imperative to learn what
happened on Jan. 6, when insur-
rectionists disrupted the con-
gressional certification of Joe
Biden’s presidential victory,
and why the violent siege took
place. That mission, she said,
must be pursued in a bipartisan
manner to ensure “such an at-
tack can never happen again.”

Kinzinger, an Illinois Repub-
lican, will bring “great patrio-
tism to the committee’s mis-
sion: to find the facts and pro-
tect our Democracy,” she said
in a statement.

He joins Rep. Liz Cheney of
Wyoming, as the two commit-
tee’s Republicans, both selected
by the leader of the opposition
party. Kinzinger and Cheney
were among the 10 House Re-
publicans to vote for Trump’s
second impeachment. They
were the only two Republicans
who voted last month to form
the special committee.

“For months, lies and con-
spiracy theories have been
spread, threatening our self-
governance,” Kinzinger said in
a statement. “For months, I
have said that the American
people deserve transparency
and truth on how and why thou-
sands showed up to attack our
democracy.”

“I will work diligently to
ensure we get to the truth
and hold those responsible
for the attack fully account-
able,” he said.

House Republican leader
Kevin McCarthy has said the
GOP will not participate
after Pelosi (D-Calif.), re-
fused to accept two of the

members he picked.
McCarthy (R-Calif.), has

said the committee was a
“sham process” and withdrew
his five members when Pelosi
rejected two of them, Reps. Jim
Banks of Indiana and Jim Jor-
dan of Ohio. Both voted on Jan.
6 against certifying Biden’s
election victory over Trump
and both are outspoken allies
of the former president.

In a statement Sunday, Mc-
Carthy said Pelosi’s decision
to reject his picks and appoint
members “who share her pre-
conceived narrative will not
yield a serious investigation”
and is intended “to satisfy her
political objectives.”

Kinzinger and Cheney have
faulted Trump as a factor in
spurring the insurrection with
his persistently false claims
that the 2020 election was
“stolen” due to voting fraud.

In recent weeks, Kinzinger
has suggested that he would
be open to serving on the com-
mittee, despite threats from
McCarthy that Republicans
who accept a spot could be
stripped of their regular com-
mittee assignments as retalia-
tion for participating.

“It’s clear that Pelosi only
wants members on this com-
mittee who will stick to her talk-
ing points and stick to her nar-
rative. That’s why she’s picked
the group that she’s already
picked,” Banks said on “Fox
News Sunday.” He said that
“anyone that she asks to be on
this committee, from this point
moving forward, will be stuck
to her — her narrative, to her
point of view. There won’t be
another side.”

Pelosi appoints
2nd GOP Trump
critic to panel
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Orsted and Eversource, pointed
to a 2019 New York State esti-
mate that said both Sunrise
Wind and Empire Wind 1
would cost average ratepayers
“less than $1 a month on their
electric bills.”

Lauren Shane, a spokes-
woman for Equinor, said the
Empire 2 project, which is ex-
pected to connect at Long
Beach when it’s finished by late
2027, referred to the state figure
of “less than $1 per month,” and
noted that ratepayer costs for
Empire Wind 2 will be avail-
able “upon execution of the [off-
shore wind renewable energy
credit] contracts” between
Equinor and the state. While
she wouldn’t say how much Em-
pire Wind 2 will cost, she did
note that “A typical offshore
wind project is estimated to
cost $3 billion.” Wims of Orsted

declined to release Sunrise’s
cost, calling it “competitive in-
formation.”

Whether the final integrated
resource plan details specific
bill impacts, there are hints
about how much customers
will be paying for renewables
and how much they’ll save
once older plants are retired.

LIPA has already reported
that the $2 billion South Fork
Wind Farm, a 130-megawatt
project to be paid for by LIPA
customers over 20 years, would
impact customer bills between
$1.39 and $1.57 a month by the
time it is producing power in
2023 or beyond. That’s on top
of the $2.48 a month all ratepay-
ers will pay for grid upgrades
for the South Fork.

A database of LIPA’s annual
payments to power producers
provides an indicator of their

impact on LIPA’s $3.5 billion an-
nual budget, and on ratepayer
wallets. One recently com-
pleted large solar project called
Shoreham Solar Commons cost
ratepayers $8.5 million for the
facility in 2020. The $177 mil-
lion, 20-year contract expires in
December of 2038. One of
LIPA’s oldest solar purchases,
the Brookhaven Lab-based
Long Island Solar Farm cost
ratepayers $14.8 million last
year. Costs for solar technology
have declined significantly
since then.

LIPA has plans to request 175
megawatts of new large battery
storage units by 2025. That’s
nearly 20 times the amount of
battery storage LIPA has in-
stalled on Long Island. Two
units, co-owned by NextEra
and National Grid, operate in
Montauk and East Hampton.

Last year, LIPA paid the compa-
nies $2.45 million for the Mon-
tauk battery, and $2.2 million
for the East Hampton unit.
Both can store 5 megawatts of
energy each. For both batteries
over their 20-year contracts,
LIPA customers will have paid
$109 million for the contract.

LIPA’s request for proposals
for energy storage likely will
seek a lower price for that stor-
age than the roughly $10.9 mil-
lion per megawatt it is paying
now. New York State recently
approved construction of a
100-megawatt battery storage
unit in Queens that has a con-
struction cost of $132 million —
or $1.3 million a megawatt.

Other key factors
But it’s not just the cost of

new green-energy sources that
will determine how bills are im-

pacted in the next decade. LIPA
also has huge opportunities for
cost savings as power plant con-
tracts expire, and older plants
are retired. LIPA has indicated
that all fossil-fuel plants will be
retired by 2040, when the man-
date says no carbon-based gen-
eration will be in operation on
the grid.

In a presentation earlier this
year, LIPA and PSEG estimated
that between 400 megawatts
and 800 megawatts of fossil-
fuel plants could be retired
from 2023 to 2027. That in-
cludes between 188 and 376
megawatts at both the E.F. Bar-
rett and the Port Jefferson
Power Stations. Last year, LIPA
paid National Grid $11 million
for power from the Port Jeffer-
son plant alone. LIPA also ex-
pects to retire one of four
steam units at Northport in
that same 2024-27 time frame.
LIPA’s total contract with Na-
tional Grid of more $5 billion in-
cluded a payment last year of
$458.8 million, not including
gas transport costs of more
than $12.6 million, according to
LIPA data.

The savings from plant wind-
downs and retirements will be
substantial. For instance, a con-
tract due to expire by 2027 is the
Covanta Babylon waste-to-en-
ergy generator. LIPA paid $9 mil-
lion for the plant last year, and
$74.1 million will be expended
over the life of the contract. LIPA
in 2020 paid $50.4 million for the
Covanta Hempstead plant; the
$607 million contract also ex-
pires in 2027.

A business group that has ap-
plauded LIPA’s move to green
energy also is urging the utility
to keep costs in mind as it
moves ahead.

“Long Island’s carbon-free
grid recipe must include one
part renewable-energy genera-
tion and two parts sensible
costs to the ratepayer,” said
Kyle Strober, executive director
of the Association for a Better
Long Island, a developers’
group. “If cost is not consid-
ered in LIPA’s green energy
plan, then Long Islanders might
associate the word green with
all the dollars leaving their wal-
lets, rather than all the environ-
mental good.”
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The Duke Energy Renewables and Invenergy Shoreham Solar Commons in Shoreham. A megawatt of solar energy can power 125 homes.
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